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Abstract

The term tazkira (in Persian) refers to a book that
primarily contains biographical accounts of poets and its
importance is evident in the fields of literary history, literary
criticism, and textual scholarship. The two main categories
of tazkira are general and specific, In the first category, the
lives and poetry of poets are discussed comprehensively,
whereas in the second, the biographies and poetry of poets
are restricted according to a particular period, geographical
region, theme, literary genre, or other specific criterion. The
tazkiras of Persian-speaking poets began in the fifth century
AH and reached its peak during the Qajar period, the Persian
monarch Fath-Ali Shah Qajar was deeply interested in
poetry which provide favorable environment for its
development and gain widespread popularity for poetry and
poetry-writing. He also showed considerable interest in
recording the lives and poetry of poets associated with his
court and commissioned several writers to compile tazkiras
of the poets of his royal court.

Muhammad Sadig Humay Marvazi, a court chronicler
who had authored several works, at the Shah’s command, he
recorded the biographies and poetry of the Shah’s
panegyrists—twelve poets in total, including himself—in a
work entitled Zinat al-Mada’ih (The Ornament of
Panegyrics). He divided the book into four sections: Arayesh
(Adornment), comprising the poetry of Fath-Ali Shah;
Piraya-ye Awwal (First Ornament), containing the poetry of



Oriental College Magazine, Vol.102, No. 03, Serial No. 385, 2026

poets who accompanied and served the Shah; Piraya-ye
Dovvom (Second Ornament), consisting of the poetry of
Iranian poets who had praised Fath-Ali Shah; and Zivar
(Decoration), containing the biography and poetry of the
author himself. Despite the small size of the work and the
limited number of poets introduced in it, one of its most
significant values lies in its preservation of the biographies
and poetry of certain poets whose works have either not
survived or have not yet been critically studied and
explained.

Keywords:
Zinat-al Madayeh (The Ornament of Panegyrics), Tazkira,
Persian, Fath-Ali Shah, Piraya-ye Dovvom
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