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Qudsi Mashhadi Under Scrutiny
Re-Evaluating Classical and Contemporary Literary Criticisms

Atiya Haider, PhD
Assistant Professor of Perisan
Kinnaird College for Women Lahore

Abstract

The poetry and persona of Haji Mohammad Jan Qudsi Mashhadi
(d. 1056 AH), a distinguished poet of the Shah Jahani court, mark
a pivotal and brilliant chapter in the annals of Persian literature.
Presenting the research paper "Qudsi Mashhadi Under Scrutiny )
Re-Evaluating Classical and Contemporary Literary Criticisms,"
this study systematically gathers and critically examines the
evaluations of early biographers (tazkira writers) alongside
modern critics regarding his biographical details and poetic
craftsmanship. Early biographers—many of whom were Qudsi’s
contemporaries and witnessed his life firsthand—recorded his
biographical narrative with remarkable authenticity based on
direct observation. Beyond chronicling his life, they provided
analytical and descriptive judgements that overwhelmingly praise
his creative mastery, while also attending to minor nuances and
stylistic subtleties of his verse. Conversely, modern scholars and
literary critics, equipped with contemporary critical frameworks,
have revisited these historical assessments to elucidate the
techical and stylistic dimensions of his poetry. As a paramount
figure of the Isfahani style (Sabk-e Isfahani), Qudsi revitalized
Persian poetry through subtle imagery, delicate thought, and
thematic innovation (mazmun-afarini). This paper aims to
organize, review, and methodically analyze these literary
judgments and biographical records within a rigorous academic
framework. Ultimately, this comprehensive study not only fosters
a accurate understanding of Qudsi Mashhadi’s artistic identity, but
also demonstrates that biographers and critics across generations
have consistently acclaimed him as a master poet and an
authoritative voice of the Isfahani style.

Keywords: Qudsi Mashhadi, Literary Criticism, Tazkira
Writing, Critical Rereading, Isfahani Style, Classical Poetry
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"He is admitted on all hands to be specially skilful in
gasaid and masnawi. He was a very pious and a
learned man, who wrote beautiful gasaid, he could
compose extempore verses, he wrote rubai, ghazal ,
gitah and masnawi. In Justice to him no learnedman
could firmd fault in his verses, for his words were like
pure gold free from all sorts of impurity. In short his
exalted ideas accompanied by his bountiful nature
have attained an everlastin high place in the history of
Literature. He spent a long time in search of
knowledge and has written marvellous verses. He had
an elegant style which was evidently appreciated”.(57)

30355 |y ol xSl allp (el OIS e il ped e Sy Ol
"The chronicle Zafar Nama-i-Shah Jahani, "Book of
the victories of Shahjahan", a Mathnavi in praise of
Kashmir ,and his ghazals are of a conventional nature

and are not distinguished by any great originality. The
mastery of qudsi is shown by the dissimilarity between
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his qgasidas and those of the other court poets for he
made an attempt to introduce new thoughts in to the
prevalent rigid system of themes. He scoffed at those
who continually made use of the old well known
subjects and passed them off as their own. His gasidas
in praise of the Prophet and the Imams give expression
to a sincere religious faith and an ardent desire
towards universal peace."(58)
gy o Oxr Ol old Lo 3 s Vs ol Ogaly O, - ) -l
"The fact that Qudsi and Kalim enjoying almost equal
reputation lived at the same time and in the same court
has led several biographers to come to a wrong
conclusion that Qudsi received above title from Shah
Jahan." (59)
rol 23S i e ad ) s e > dlle e
"Qudsi a most notable instance in the history of
Mughal Patronage, received in reward for a gasida
from a rich noble of Shah Jahan’s court, all his estate
in landed and movable property with heaps of gold
and silver and his mouth was filled seven times with
precious jewels by Shah Jahan himself." (60)
1w o;;.ﬂg e op) S ) (g w.,\é 4@ r\j\;—\ sl o ola e
“Qudsi, Haji Muhammad Jan (d.1056/1624) belonged
to Mashhad, Iran and lived at the court of Shah Jahan.
He left his name in the lucky list of writers and men of
genius whom the Mughal emperors rewarded with
their body weight of silver — The occasion was. Shah
Jahan’s accession to the ‘Peacock Throne’ marvel of
Jewels and gold (d.1044/1634).” In old age he was
employed for composing a versified chronicle and
obtained the emperor's permission to live in Kashmir.
The work appeared under the title Shah Jahan Namah
and contained about ten thousand verses. His Diwan
was popular among the contemporaries.” (61)
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