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The Poetry of Saghar Siddiqui
Major Themes and Distinctive Characteristics

Aneela Saleem, PhD
Associate Professor of Urdu
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Abstract

Saghir Siddiqui is a relatively neglected poet of Urdu
literature whose poetry, both during his lifetime and after his
death, was published largely on the basis of popular interest
rather than sustained literary scholarship. Although his
poetic works are available and Yunus Adeeb’s valuable
writings and biographical work provide substantial material
on his life, comparatively little critical attention has been
devoted to the diverse dimensions of Saghir Siddiqui’s
poetry. His ghazal is significant not only for its classical
poetic tradition but also for its distinctive individual
expression and emotional intensity. His poetry encompasses
a wide range of themes, including revolution, human
emotions, religious devotion, Naat, and the experiences of
poverty, helplessness, and deprivation. These thematic and
stylistic dimensions reveal a poet whose work merits
renewed critical consideration. The present study therefore
attempts to revisit Saghir Siddiqui’s poetry through a
focused analysis of its diverse themes, emotional depth,
classical influences, and individual poetic expression, with a
view to highlighting aspects that have remained
comparatively unexplored in existing scholarship.
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