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The Posthumous Honours of Alfred Cooper Woolner,
World-Renowned Sanskrit Scholar and Vice-Chancellor of
the University of the Punjab, Lahore: A Study Based on
Newly Discovered Documents

Muhammad Arsalan (Rathore), PhD
Assistant Professor of Urdu
Government College University, Lahore

Abstract

Alfred Cooper Woolner (1878-1936), the distinguished
Sanskrit scholar and Vice-Chancellor of the University of
the Punjab, Lahore, made significant contributions to
Sanskrit studies and higher education in colonial Punjab.
Following his sudden death in 1936, the University and the
wider intellectual community undertook several initiatives to
preserve his memory, including naming a university hall,
road, student circle, and hostel after him, and installing his
bust at the University. His wife, Mary Emily Blende
Woolner, further commemorated his legacy by
commissioning a memorial sculpture from the renowned
sculptor Gilbert Ledward, which was erected on Mall Road
in 1938 and survives to the present day. Based on newly
discovered archival documents, this article reconstructs
these commemorative initiatives and examines their
significance in the intellectual and cultural history of
colonial Lahore. It sheds new light on Woolner's enduring
legacy and on the ways in which scholarly and institutional
memory was constructed and preserved in colonial Punjab.
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1. Introduction to Prakrit (1915: first edition, 1917: second edition, 1928,
third edition).

2. Asoka Text and Glossary, 1925.

3. Thirteen Trivandrum Plays attributed to Bhasa, translated into English in

collaboration with Dr L Sarup Vol. 1, 1930, Vol 2, 1935.

4. Jasmine Garland or Kundamala translated into English 1935.

5. Indian Student Hand book of Philology (Incomlpete): 1937

6. Languages in History and Politics (Incomlpete): 1938 (106) Last Two
books published after his death. (4)
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My dear Surya Kant, you would find me free on friday
morning at 11am. | do not think however that this time is
suitable for such a volume as you suggest.(7)
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Date
1938
Medium
Bronze
Measurements
H 180 x W 80 x D 50 cm)
Accession number
FA.1941.FA.483
Work type
Sculpture (22)
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(1) Garrett, H.L.O,"A History of Government College Lahore (1864-
1914)",Lahore:Civil and Military Gazette Press,1914. P:105

SIS

"In 1898 the Lahore Mall was not attractive,being a dusty road with berms two or
three inches deep in dust or mud according to the weather".
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(4) Dr Banarsi Das,” A Life Sketch" included in, "WOOLNER

COMMEMORATION VOLUME (In Memory of The Late Dr A.C. Wollner)"

Edited by: Muhammad Shafi. Lahore:Mehr Chand Lachman Das Sanskrit
Book Depot, 1940. P: 02
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(8) "WOOLNER COMMEMORATION VOLUME(In Memory of The Late
Dr A.C. Wollner)" Edited by: Muhammad Shafi. Lahore:Mehr Chand
Lachman Das Sanskrit Book Depot, 1940.

9 Dr Banarsi Das,” A Life Sketch" included in, "WOOLNER
COMMEMORATION VOLUME(In Memory of The Late Dr A.C.
Wollner)" Edited by Muhammad Shafi. Lahore:Mehr Chand Lachman Das
Sanskrit Book Depot, 1940. P: 07.
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Thomas Lawrence (born April 13, 1769, Bristol, Gloucestershire, Eng.—

died Jan. 7, 1830, London) was a painter and draftsman who was the most
fashionable English portrait painter of the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas—Lawrence:u@
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Sculptor, born in Chelsea, London the son of a sculptor Richard Arthur
Ledward. He was a student at the Chelsea Polytechnic, at the Academy in
Karlsruhe, the Royal College of Art and the Royal Academy Schools 1907-13. The
first artist to win a scholarship in sculpture to the British School at Rome, and a

soldier in World War 1, he was after the cessation of hostilities much sought after to
execute monumental war memorials .
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