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Abstract

This paper examines Razia Fasih Ahmad's novel Intizar-e-
Mausam-e-Gul through the lens of feminist literary theory,
focusing on the character of Tara as a site of bodily,
political, and economic resistance against patriarchal
structures. Drawing on Simone de Beauvoir's concept of
gender as social construction, Judith Butler's theory of
gender performativity, Kate Millett's analysis of patriarchy
as a political institution, Heidi Hartmann's materialist
account of patriarchal solidarity, Adrienne Rich's
theorization of the female body as contested terrain, and
Héléne Cixous's notion of writing the body, the study traces
how Tara negotiates bodily autonomy, marital consent,
dowry-based economic valuation, motherhood as institution
versus experience, and the double moral standard applied to
men and women. The paper argues that Tara's resistance
operates less through open rebellion than through
cumulative small refusals of silence, of prescribed roles, of
inherited meanings, that gradually reconstitute her as a self-
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possessed subject. Situating this reading within existing
Urdu feminist criticism, the paper contends that Razia Fasih
Ahmad presents woman not as a passive victim but as a
conscious, questioning, and resisting being, and that her
internal awakening, rather than external circumstance,
constitutes the novel's central feminist achievement.

Keywords:
Feminism, Razia Fasih Ahmad, Intizar-e-Mausam-e-Gul,
Feminism, Patriarchy, Resistance, Urdu Novel
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"Gender is an identity tenuously constituted in time,
instituted in an exterior space through a stylized
repetition of acts.” (2)

_ﬁfué/&{;‘ic;/lf?‘a&&c;/lfwﬁf?,;fﬂu{iui‘é_}jw

Kt S gy b Sl U s Pl e s G sy St o UF Juf
J!r{/!u,{dﬁ-lﬁgl‘aéd_/,u’i!_@t*ﬁ‘a&lg&’g ﬁ@LéVJ'}ﬁT}’?Tu);L/
e btk £ L o it S Sevi 6 U
u’i/n‘aago;L(@J/fd;.‘a&nufféo/b/di@d/ﬂ/ﬁ

-t G SIS et 261 U1 (Kate Millett)&d?‘ay(:,«"f}gfrw}
:‘4&;}40,/;/»&,/?.,9@5’)w’:K,u",,f;mu//,u/.,g,;é

"When one group rules another, the relationship
between the two is political... All historical
civilizations are patriarchies: their ideology is male
supremacy ".(3)
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" There is nothing revolutionary whatsoever about the
control of women's bodies by men. The woman's body
is the terrain on which patriarchy is erected".(5)
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" Censor the body and you censor breath and speech

at the same time. Write your self. Your body must be
heard".(6)
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" Censor the body and you censor breath and speech at the
same time. Write your self. Your body must be heard ".(17)
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